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Jim & Ginger Kenney live in Mission, KS, a suburb of Kansas City, MO. They have four grown children and seven grandchildren. They met, married and received their undergraduate degrees at Miami University in Ohio. In her younger years, Ginger focused her attention on the children, supporting her husband and participating in numerous volunteer activities. Later the two of them have found joy in working and traveling together. Jim began his working career as an accountant and CPA. He then attended Princeton Seminary, where the two of them first encountered unprogrammed Quaker worship and quickly realized this was their preferred worship style. 

Having completed seminary he chose to go ahead and become ordained as a Presbyterian Minister, since at that point they were not aware of programmed Quaker worship, and as he has said, spent the next 20 years teaching Quaker values to Presbyterians. 

One of the many things they have appreciated about the Quakers has been the egalitarian pattern of governance, which inspired Jim to make the focus his Doctor of Ministry degree from McCormick Seminary on the Ministry of the Laity. After the children were grown the two of them spent a few years traveling and doing consulting work together before retiring to spend more time as volunteers with American Friends Service Committee and Friends Committee on National Legislation. In 1976 they took the first of five trips to Israel/Palestine where they developed what can best described as a passion to comprehend the strange dynamics of this intense conflict in what we call the "Holy Land." 

The first of 2004, the two of them were asked to become Mid-West Field Representatives for FCNL to help Quakers in the Midwest and Southwest become more fully aware of the many support services provided by FCNL to promote our Quaker peace testimony and other issues of interest to Quakers. Since then they have been visiting Quakers as well as monthly and yearly meetings, giving programs and workshops on "Effective Lobbying," "Beyond War", the Israel/Palestine conflict and Native American issues.

Quakers traditionally have avoided the use of formal titles and the like, which suits our temperament quite nicely but we have learned that some educational communities like to use them as a concise way to share aspects of peoples background. Recognizing that we like Quaker simplicity, we encourage you to use your discretion as to what most appropriately fits the patterns used by your community in publicizing our programs and workshops. When using titles it is sometimes helpful to know our given names of James C. and Virginia S.

We welcome whatever input you may have as to ways we can be most helpful in encouraging your members to live out the fullness of our faith.

In the Light,

Jim and Ginger Kenney

We presently have five topics we have been using for sermons, programs or workshops to fit into whatever context works best for interested meetings or congregations as follows: 

"Effective Lobbying" – 

Leaders: Jim & Ginger Kenney, Mission, KS -Penn Valley MM; Iowa YM(c)
Bob Edgar, General Secretary of the National Council of Churches refers to Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) as one of the two (along with Jewish lobby) most effective faith based lobby groups in the country. This workshop will incorporate the insights gained over FCNL’s 61 year history to make your input into the political process about our Quaker Peace Testimony as effective as possible.

"Beyond War" 
Leaders: Jim & Ginger Kenney, Mission, KS -Penn Valley MM; Iowa YM(c) 

The rapidly emerging global economy, facilitated in large part by instantaneous worldwide communication, is transforming the dynamics of international conflict, often making the very concept of "war" an anachronism. Using the insights in Friends for 350 Years by Howard H. Brinton, Blood Rites by Barbara Ehrenreich and Faces of the Enemy by Sam Keen we will seek to discover the most effective ways to confront the new challenges facing our world today.

“The World is Flat”
Leaders: Jim & Ginger Kenney, Mission, KS -Penn Valley MM; Iowa YM(c) 

Examining the insights in the book of the same title by Thomas Friedman, we will explore the dramatic worldwide changes rapidly taking place in peacemaking, commerce and patterns of authority.
"Update on the Israeli/Palestinian conflict"

Leaders: Jim & Ginger Kenney, Mission, KS -Penn Valley MM; Iowa YM(c) 

Jerusalem, is literally translated, "a heritage and promise of peace." It is the heart of the Holy Land, a most sacred place for the world’s three major monotheistic religions. We should certainly expect this to be a world center of harmony, peace and light. Yet the most dedicated and serious practitioners of each of these three monotheistic religions have from nearly their earliest times have been willing to kill those who fail to see the world through their eyes in order to have control of this "holy land."

The workshop will explore this paradox to see what it can say to us in this day and age. 
"Our Two Cultures" 
Leaders: Jim & Ginger Kenney, Mission, KS -Penn Valley MM; Iowa YM(c)

Carl Menninger established a foundation 30 or so years ago to study the Native American culture saying, "They have the insights needed to help our mainstream culture move toward our next stage of evolution." With the help of the new American Indian Museum in DC, our society is beginning to have a deeper level of interest in these right brained ways of understanding our place in the world we share. Within this egalitarian tradition we hope to share with one another the wisdom each of us brings to the workshop.

